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There has been too long a gap between the 5th and the 6th Newsletter. For us, 

the board, it was a period in which we had to cope with a considerable setback, 

but in the meantime we also have good news on various fronts. 

A hefty financial loss and waste of time                                                                                        

In 2009 the board commissioned someone to write a chapter for the new book 

about Viktor IV.  Because we did not think it feasible to produce an all-embracing 

book on Viktor, we decided to limit it to Viktor IV in the Amsterdam of his time. 

The enthusiastic writer seemed to us to be just the person for the job, not only 

because she was part of the entourage of both Anton Heyboer and Viktor IV in 

1973 and 1974, but also because she had proved herself during the 1980s and 

1990s as art editor with the Financieele Dagblad newspaper. To enable her to 

check facts while writing, we gave her access to Viktor’s 31 diaries as reference. 

From frequent contact with the writer it was apparent how delighted she was 

with the diaries and we thought we had chosen the right person. But whenever 

we wanted her to work faster, the delivery date was postponed. To our dismay 

the text, when it was finally delivered in April 2011, turned out to be a rambling, 

totally unusable extract from Viktor’s own diary/sketchbooks. It certainly did not 

meet our previously discussed requirement, namely, a descriptive, analytical 

essay on Viktor IV and his work in the Amsterdam of his time. Apart from the 

fact that this had wasted a year and a half of our time, it has also had serious 

financial consequences for the Foundation. 

Now for the good news                                                                              

Ina Munck in Denmark then offered to take over our project.                                                                                                                                                     

Her book about Viktor IV is now in the last phase and is due to appear in 

February 2013. It has evolved into a book with a lot of special photos and many 

reproductions of Viktor’s work, which, thanks to the generous enlargements, 

looks like a very attractive record album. (A4 format, soft cover, 126 pages.) 



Evan Frederiksen of Kleart, the company in Odense, Denmark that published in 

1986 the beautiful book “The Time Is Always Now” (about the creation of Viktor’s 

watches and clocks, still available from us), is acting as consultant for this new 

book. The publication of the new book is being realised by his most important 

colleague Lotte Hammeken together with Ina Munck. We plan to celebrate its 

publication with a reception for the Friends of Viktor IV and hope to be able to 

inform you of the exact date and location later in the year. 

Emma James                                                                                                                                                                                 

Viktor IV fans from all over the world regularly contact us via de website 

www.viktorIV.nl. Last May we received an email from Emma James, who was 

keen to show us letters from Viktor IV to her grandfather. And in mid-July she 

came from Paris to Amsterdam to see us. She had been given the nearly 40-

year-old letters by her grandmother, who had urged her to find out more about 

Viktor IV. Her grandfather happened to be William Steig (1907-2003), well-

known in America for his cartoons for The New Yorker magazine, and as the 

author and illustrator of children’s books, including “Shrek!” (dedicated to his 

granddaughter Emma).                                                                                                                                     

Viktor’s detailed letters to William Steig with the lavishly decorated envelopes 

show his great admiration for Emma’s grandfather 

 

 

http://www.viktoriv.nl/


But Viktor’s letters also enlarged on his own activities, on precisely when he 

switched from working on wood to paper, on his preference for stamps as well as 

what The New Yorker meant to him: 

 

 

William Steig never answered his letters, but Viktor kept on writing to him as if 

he were a dear friend, as in March 1974: 

 

While Mr Steig obviously didn’t know what to do with the letters, he kept them all 

the same. His delightful granddaughter Emma (1988) was fascinated by Viktor, 



wanted to know all about him and after her visit to Amsterdam flew to Denmark 

to meet Ina Munck.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Back in New York on 6 September she sent us an email that ended with:  

. . . .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

I want you to know that I am committed to aid the Viktor IV foundation however I can.  Ina loaned 

me a folder of Viktor IV's work and, now that the move is over, I will set to work writing proposals 

and an article for it.  I have also enrolled in a certificate program at New York University College of 

Continuing and Professional Studies in collection management and display.  Hopefully, that will give 

me the tools to be more helpful to you and Ina in the future.  

Warmly, 

Emma 

                                                                                                                                              

New friends like Emma James give the board the reassuring feeling that a new 

and enthusiastic generation inspired by Viktor IV is ready to take over our 

project in order to achieve our proposed objectives. 

 

Inventory Viktor IV’s work                                                                                              

The board’s other activities, including making an inventory of the Ikons, 

continue apace. In the meantime we have collected images of 418 Ikons. We 

have traced 103 owners of 243 Ikons. A great number of Ikons have been 

photographed, both for Ina’s book and for the website, for which we travelled 

round the country with our professional photographer Ole Eshuis. We continue 

our efforts to trace the Ikons of Viktor and hope, with your help as well, to 

discover the whereabouts of the remaining 400 or so. Over the coming months 

the images of the Ikons and their most important data (i.e. the number from 

Viktor’s own register, which is also on the back of the Ikon, the date, title, 

support material, type of paint and size) will be put on the website (it goes 

without saying that the owner’s name will NOT be mentioned; as well, the 

images will be depicted in such a way as to be unsuitable for reproduction).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Viktor’s 31 meticulously kept diary/sketchbooks have been scanned page by 

page with a special A3 scanner and prepared for publication on the website. 

Particularly for the owners of Ikons among you these Sketchbooks contain 

interesting information: in most cases the date that Viktor always scratched into 

his Ikons is the key to finding the corresponding sketches for the panels in 

question in the diary/sketchbooks. 

We have also started collecting images of the logbook pages (557 of them to 

date). There are three identifying marks that help to create order in the 

enormous number of logbook pages: the stamp with the title of the logbook, the 

number stamped in bold that indicates how many months after 4 April 1964 the 

page was made, and the date if any. We shall initially store the logbook pages 

digitally in the virtual logbooks.  



Publications                                                                                                                                      

Over the last two years two articles on Viktor IV have appeared in the press: 

Anneliese Wolf wrote about Viktor IV in Opnieuw, magazine for the Amsterdam 

Nieuwmarkt neighbourhood, Sept./Oct. 2011.                                                                          

“The Rise and Fall of Artist Victor IV” appeared in De Oud Amsterdammer in May 

2012. And the Parool newspaper of 7 April 2011 published a photograph entitled 

“Ready for New Life on the Amstel”, of a nest with two swans on a raft covered 

with green vegetation near the bow of Viktor’s ship. 

Financial situation    The Foundation’s financial situation is problematical.                                   

The Foundation has set aside a sum to expand the website with the program of 

the photos of the Ikons known to us. This is being done with professional 

assistance. 

That is why in this newsletter we urge our donors to pay their contribution for 

2012, if they have not already done so. 

We would also greatly appreciate it if the Friends of Viktor IV who are not yet 

donors, would become a donor to the Viktor IV Foundation for a minimum 

amount of € 35 per year. 

The Viktor IV Foundation has the status of an ANBI (public benefit organization), 

so your donations are tax-deductible under certain conditions. 

The following newsletter will have more information about the new Viktor IV 

book due to be published in Denmark in early 2013.  

                                                                                                                  

With kind regards on behalf of the board, 

 

Anne Marie Huibregtse                                                                                               

Secretarial Office Viktor IV Foundation                                                                                  
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